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reader as well as the expert will profit from reading these volumes and
from the rich historical perspective they provide. They deserve a wide
readership and genuine recognition. _
- Leo Schelbert

David Birmingham, Switzerland: A Village History (Swallow Press
/ Ohio University Press, 2004). New edition. 256pp. $19.95 paper.
ISBN 0-8040-1065-X.
This vividly interesting book is both a history of Switzerland and
an intensive case study of one village. Of the nation's many boroughs,
the author understandably selected Chateau-d'Oex, his childhood home.
Chateau-d'Oex, 2010 population 3,231, is in the Canton of Vaud in the
upper Saane valley, roughly 32km./20 miles east of Lake Geneva. While
the author does not claim the village to be scientifically typical, its trials
and victories are Swiss and fairly serve as a national microcosm. The
author's supple prose is well served by sixteen pages of excellent pictures and illustrations.
The author lived in Chateau-d'Oex from 1947 to 1954 as a child,
spent his teen years in Ghana, and returned to Switzerland in the 1990's
as a visiting historian. From 1980 to 2001 he held the chair of Modern
History in the University of Kent at Canterbury (England), where he is
now an Emeritus Professor of History. His many books include Portugal
and Africa (2004), The Decolonization of Africa ( 1996), and "The 1848
Unification of Switzerland" (in History Today 45, 1995). Birmingham
recently gave a speech at the Library of Congress on Angola (http://
www.youtube.com/watch ?v=iGh6U-aQrLo).
Throughout the book, Birmingham interweaves very good descriptions of the major political, economic, and religious events affecting the
village and the nation. In a classic village history approach, he provides
details of the daily lives of the people that enhance our understanding and appreciation. These include-literally"butchers, bakers, and
candlestick-makers" chapter 7), Bern's military dominance, education,
courting rituals and marriage patterns, dairy farmers (pp. 57-80), politics, religion, etc. Many of these are strikingly interesting, and lively
prose communicates it well. For instance, included in the courting ritu-
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als was the custom of bundling (known in German as "kiltgang"), a
socially-approved, secret night visit of a suitor to his possibly-intended.
While Chateau-d'Oex did not go as far as some more rustic villages with
their three-day "trial marriage" (p. 47), it did include accepting a gold
coin or a handful of walnuts as a proof of betrothal.
Switzerland's historical tensions are well-illustrated and humanized by the book's utilization of the village method. The author shows
the mixed results of the tremendous rise in tourism in the nineteenth
century, from battles over water usage rights, to the rearguard actions
of extremely reticent farmers, to the modernization of transportation
and communication. The strains in Francophone and Germanophone
relations, so common in Swiss history, are fairly portrayed. We see the
village's reactions to and participation in the Swiss Revolution of 1798,
suffering under the Napoleonic invasion, and adjustments with Vaud's
1803 independence. The impacts on the village go far beyond the problems of its soldiers not getting paid (Page 109). Fortunately, Tsar Alexander l's childhood tutor was active in the Vaud independence movement from Bern, and so the province was able to remain free (p. 110).
The myriad of religious controversies also are discussed, with their
close interrelationship to political and economic stresses emphasized.
The impact of the Reformation upon Chateau-d'Oex is told in Chapter
3, with its military-political repercussions, Calvin's preachers, and the
slow pace of change. This is finely illustrated by the dispute over the use
of Sunday leisure (pp. 43-44) in Chateau-d'Oex, made more immediate
to the reader by the citation of specific churches and persons.
The battles between the Bern style of religious conformity and the
evangelical revival inspired by English Methodism were intensive. The
village approach again proves invaluable, as we see that, as with the
other controversies, Chateau-d'Oex's villagers were not uniformly on
one side. Such minute differentiation, as well as the yawning chasms
between rural and town, were-and largely still are-characteristic of
Switzerland as well as many other nations.
Similarly, the author traces the 1840s impact on the village's religious order by the Darbyites (Plymouth Brethren) with their concept
of a self-reliant congregation without a powerful minister. Their major
impression on Chateau-d'Oex, though, was upon agricultural practices.
The Darbyites' stress on "self-sufficiency, moral fortitude, and social
responsibility" (p. 113) became the norm for Chateau-d'Oex farming.
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The major schism in the National Church of Vaud, however, was to last
120 years. This Vaud religious schism and revolution helped start the
1847 Swiss civil war as most of the 25 republics fought one another.
Chateau-d'Oex's isolation proved helpful, as it survived intact this turbulent period of European-wide revolution and societal change.
Strongly recommended.
- William P. Kladky, Ph.D.

David H. Sutton, Helvetia: The History of a Swiss Village in the
Mountains of West Virginia (West Virginia University Press, 2010)
Second Edition. 144pp. ISBN 978-1-933-202-56-3. $22.95.
In his impressive book Helvetia: The History of a Swiss Village
in the Mountains of West Virginia, David H. Sutton presents a candid
and vivid history of a solitary American community and connects it
to the larger themes, movements, and events of the nation as a whole.
This is above all a local history, but the success of the work lies in
Sutton's depiction of how Helvetia and its residents-since its inception - responded to important national events. The immigration boom
of the nineteenth century, World War I, and the rise of technology in
the twentieth century ~.11 ~make appearances in the narrative of Helvetia.
That narrative is grounded heavily in the European roots of the village
and the role immigration played in the town's development and legacy.
As a result, Sutton's work represents a significant contribution to ethnic
and immigration studies in American history, as well as an important
example of how historians must capture and depict local history.
There are many merits to the book. Sutton's clear and concise descriptions of agricultural life in the village, as well as the area's economic
transformation, are especially informative. In particular, however, Sutton should be applauded for his vivid examination of the social life of
the community, which was seeded within the religious participation and
cultural, European traditions of its residents. Moreover, despite Helvetia's remoteness and self-sufficient community, even this small village in the mountains of West Virginia was not immune from the larger
events of the period. Speaking of the first World War, Sutton writes
that" [t]he conflict took on a special meaning for the families of German descent who still had families in Germany, as it did for the Swiss
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